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result that the conservatives finally lost patience and in March, 1883? all Bulgarian ministers resigned. Disgusted with the "ingratitude" of its clients, the Russian government shifted its support from the conservatives to the liberals; the latter, however, were slow in showing their appreciation, reached an agreement with the conservatives, and in September of 1883, contrary to Russia's wishes, forced Prince Alexander to restore the Tyrnowo constitution. The Russian generals were ignominiously withdrawn, much to the detriment of Russian prestige in the Balkans.
The turmoil of 1881-1883 destroyed whatever influence Prince Alexander enjoyed in St. Petersburg. fil positively do not trust the word of the prince any more," Alexander III commented in September, 1883. lonin, Russia's special envoy to Sofia, urged the disavowal and removal of the hapless Bulgarian ruler, but the tsar and Giers demurred. A new crisis broke out on September 18, 1885, N.S., when a group of Bulgarian nationalists arrested and conducted across the border the Turkish governor-general of Eastern Rumelia and proclaimed the union of the two Bulgarias under Prince Alexander. Alexander was forewarned of the impending coup d'etat, and under the pressure of the nationalist leader, Stephen Stambulov, he accepted, although not without hesitation, the offer to head the movement for national unification. The Bulgarian army was mobilized on September 21, N.S., the prince made a ceremonial entry into Philippopolis (the capital of Eastern Rumelia), and the Bulgarian parliament approved the union.
The great Powers were called upon to define their stand on the new situation in the Balkans. Germany and Austria, having agreed in their treaty of alliance with Russia not to oppose the union, were prepared to accept the fait accompli. But a curious reversal took place in the attitude of Russia and England. Since San Stefano Russia had been the champion of the unification of Bulgaria, which England succeeded in defeating at the Congress of Berlin. In 1885, however, St. Petersburg protested against the union as a violation of treaty obligations, while Lord Salisbury, first British delegate at the Berlin congress and prime minister since June, 1885, rallied to its defense. The Russian government demanded the convocation of an international conference and ordered the withdrawal of Russian officers serving with the Bulgarian army. Stern anti-Bulgarian measures had the whole-hearted approval of the Russian nationalist press; Bulgaria and Prince Alexander, it was